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THE CONVICTION OF SINNERS AT THE JUDGMENT. 


Juve, 14, 15.—Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them 
of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all 
their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 


‘Tis passage, as we are informed, is a prophecy of Enoch. It obviously 
refers to the day of judgment. It places before us in one view the solemn 
majesty in which God the Judge will appear, the universal personal interest 
with which men will attend, and the conviction 6f all the incorrigibly wicked. 
I invite your attention to but one of these thoughts. 

‘THE UNGODLY WILL BE CONVICTED OF SIN IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 

The text asserts that it is one of the ends of that great trial “to convince all 
that are ungodly of their ungodly deeds.” It will not only satisfy all holy 
beings with respect to the perfect rectitude of God’s moral government, but it 
will also fully convince all those who remain his enemies. It will be seen, as 
we proceed, that the day of judgment will afford peculiar means for producing 
such a conviction. 

I. It will exhibit scenes of such an interest as will arrest the sinner’s atten- 
tion, and fix it upon his character. A principal difficulty in convicting sinners 
in this world arises from their being so much engrossed with other subjects as 
to prevent a serious contemplation of themselves. This difficulty will be en- 
tirely removed. Before the bar of God, that wealth which was once looked 
upon as the treasure of the soul will have lost its value. ‘Those fashions 
which once occupied the mind with their ever-changing vanities will be all for- 
gotten, or only remembered as having been the occasion of ceaseless levity and 
folly. Ties of earthly attachment will have been sundered. The distinctions 
of rank will have given place to the distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked ; and the soul will be emptied of all those worldly interests which have 
diverted the mind from the consideration of its real character and condition. 
To a mind thus divested of all earthly interests the scenes of the judgment 
must possess the most affecting character. 
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If a man be on trial for a single crime of which he knows he is guilty, he 
turns pale at the sight of a well-known witness. The absence of his diver- 
sions, the solemn process, and the open testimony call his attention to his 
character and conduct with a power which cannot be resisted. How much 
more must the impenitent sinner’s attention be fixed upon himself when he 
stands arraigned before the infinitely holy and omniscient God. The chief 
motive for self-deception, that of concealing his character from others, is now 
taken away. Whether he forms a correct estimate of himself or not, he knows 
that God and angels and men now see him as he is. All idea of concealment 
is given up; and while his heart sinks under the expectation of being con- 
demned by all, he cannot conceal from himself the ground of that condemna- 
tion. He knows he deserves it. He can no longer refrain from dwelling upon 
his own character with an unbiassed mind. 

He knows, also, that his trial will fix unalterably his eternal state. Whatever 
pretexts he may have raised in his mind for self-justification, the period has 
arrived when he must feel that they can avail nothing. There is no motive 
left for concealing from himself his real character, and indeed no means of 
doing it. It is not in the nature of the human mind, thus arraigned, to avoid 
an impartial attention to its own character. When a soul is separated from 
all earthly attachments ; when scenes of such solemn and amazing interest are 
rising before it; when its own most secret acts are all unfolded; and when 
its destiny is about to be settled for ever—how certainly will every wayward 
passion be hushed, and the whole soul be fixed with keenest intensity upon its 

ilt. 

“— To increase this conviction of guilt, the perfect law of God will there 
be held up to the sinner’s mind. One difficulty in convicting sinners here 
arises from the fact, that they set aside God’s law, and adopt other rules of 
conduct. Take one who will have no law but that of honor: undertake to 
convince him of sin against God. How can you convict him? He admits 
no divine law. His only law is that of honor. Open the Scriptures and 
show him that he habitually breaks God’s law ; still he feels no guilt. That 
is not his rule of action. Become earnest with him; charge him with sin, 
and urge him to fly to the Lord Jesus Christ for pardon,—he is offended,—he 
fancies you represent him as mean and vulgar. In short, take what course 
' you will, and just so far as his law of honor sets aside God's law, true convic- 
tion is prevented. 

So, if one makes the common standard of morality his only rule of conduct, 
you cannot convict him. Talk to him of guilt; he is astonished,—he is per- 
haps angry. He asks, what have I ever done that is wrong? who can accuse 
me of any impropriety? And, according to his standard, he is, perhaps, guilt- 
less. ‘That law which reaches to all the thoughts and intents of the heart is 
cast out of his mind, and the guilty rebel is pleased to see how well his con- 
duct accords with the rule he has adopted—that of mere morality. ?, 

But a far different standard will be produced on another day. When the 
great God is enthroned, and worlds are assembled, these standardg, mere 
morality and worldly honor, will appear very small. It will no more be in- 
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quired before that tribunal, whether a man has been honorable or whether he 
has been moral, than it will be asked whether he has been respectable or 
whether he has been fashionable. ‘The great question there will be, Has he 
followed “holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord?” ‘To decide 
this question, the infinitely holy law will be produced; that law which says, 
“thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself.” 
This will wake up thought in the sinner’s bosom. He will at énce compare 
with it his life—his heart. His full conviction will then be, By this holy law 
I am damned for ever. 

III. Another source of conviction in the day of judgment is the manifest 
preparation for the immediate ewecution of justice. When a judicial process 
is going on, if the criminal supposes that he may possibly escape punishment, 
or that a temporary respite at least will be granted, he finds a slight relief. 
The least hope of impunity enfeebles the convictions of a guilty mind, and the 
delay of punishment exerts, in some degree, a similar influence. But suppose 
his trial is to take place tltis hour, and his execution the next. Suppose, that 
while the criminal faces the court, and the testimony is condemning him, he 
sees before him the fatal block, and a grim executioner sitting upon it with his 
axe in his hand, waiting to do his office; do you not see that this prospect of 
the immediate execution of justice must tend strongly to fix his mind upon his 
guilt, and to give him a lively sense of ill-desert? 

Precisely like this is the condition of the sinner before the bar of God. 
Mercy has been spurned before the judgment arrives. All hope of pardon is 
extinguished. Not the least respite is expected. ‘The execution and convic- 
tion are simultaneous. “The Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to 
execute judgment upon all,. and to convince all that are ungodly.” 

Our Savior also represents himself ‘as seated upon his throne, assembling 
the whole race before him and dividing them into two great classes, calling the 
one immediately to heaven, and commanding the other to depart at once into 
everlasting fires 

The sinner at the judgment bar, therefore, expects nothing else but the im- 
mediate execution of justice. As he comes up near the gates of the New 
Jerusalem, and sees its glories, and hears its songs, and casts his eye over the 
shining hosts just entering upon its endless joys, he looks down also into the 
eternal prison. Its billows of fire rise before him: its filthy society is seen : 
its wailing and its blasphemy fall upon his ear, and all its unutterable torments 
rush ugon his view. How can he possibly avoid the most perfect conviction 
of sin? Nothing can sustain him under such circumstances. He has no hope 
of impunity—no expectation of a respite. He sees that his “ judgment lin- 
gereth not and his damnation slumbereth not.” His heart must sink under a 
fall and overwhelming conviction of his guilt. 

We have only to suppose the principles of the human mind to remain un- 
changed, and it is easy to see that the judgment will place the sinner in such 
circumstances, and exhibit such scenes, and hold forth such prospects, as 
must produce a full conviction of sin. 
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Sensual pleasures and earthly attachments cease to divert his mind from 
moral consideration. Scenes of the most solemn and impressive nature awa- 
ken his attention and fix it upon himself. A knowledge of the fact that his 
charaeter must be disclosed, and his destiny settled for eternity, leads him to 
an impartial examination and an unbiassed decision. Every false standard of 
conduct is thrown aside, and the pure and simple law of God is produced as 
the rule upon which the judgment shall pass. Added to all this, the last call 
of mercy has been heard and spurned, and the execution of justice only waits 
for the sinner’s doom to be pronounced. 

Surely, when “the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints to execute 
judgment upon all,” he will “ convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”——Thus the ungodly 
will be fully convicted in the day of judgment. 

1. We learn from our subject, first, that conviction of sin is no evidence of 
conversion. A mere sense of guilt does not imply any thing like a filial 
grief for having offended, nor any desire for amendment. The wicked will 
experience a more full and perfect conviction at the day of judgment than any ever 
feel in this world, yet they will not be converted to God, but will remain his 
enemies for ever. Judas and Simon Magus were convicted of sin, but instead 
of being converted, their conviction was, like the convictions of the judgment, 
succeeded by the desperation of hell. 

Very many of the most remarkable instances of apostacy at the present 
day have been preceded by deep conyictions. There is a disposition in many 
to look back to distressing emotions, once felt in view of guilt, as an evidence 
of conversion to God. If their distress*was great, and the relief which they 
experienced striking, they are satisfied that they have been born again and pos- 
sess a title to eternal life. No reasoning can be more fallacious. Mere con- 
viction furnishes no evidence of an humbled subdued temper. 

If your religious principles and feelings do not possess such a vitality as to 
lead to an implicit obedience and to a living faith, and to a daily communion 
with God, no amount of conviction can furnish evidence of your good estate. 
Convictions which do not lead to a life of humble piety, are but premonitjons 
of the judgment and foretastes of damnation. 

2. The most pungent conviction does not necessarily lead to conversion. 

If the ungodly will be convicted at the judgment, certainly there can be 
nothing morally good in conviction. We never count it meritorious in the 
murderer, that his conscience remonstrated loudly while he was plunging the 
knife into the bosom of his fellow-man; rer do we commend him for 
the remorse which follows the awful perpetration. On the contrary, we say, 
that such an one is more guilty, because the vvice of God within him has 
remonstrated in vain. Neither can it be counted a virtue in the transgressor 
of God’s law, that he is distressed and even overwhelmed with a sense of 
guilt. If he has not been reconciled to God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
however deep his convictions, he-stands as really in the attitude of a yebel 
against his Maker, as the convicted sinner at the judgment or in hell. There 








re eS Fee eel lt ellc(ir 


—— Or SS 





THE CONVICTION OF SINNERS AT THE JUDGMENT. 165 


is nothing, therefore, in conviction which can commend the sinner to God, and 
induce him to change his heart. 

Indeed this distress could not exist for a moment under the gospel, if the 
sinner were not obstinately maintaining his opposition against God. Let him 
only yield to the gospel, and that distressing conviction would be exchanged 
for joyful hope. Let him only yield to the gospel, and that law which is 
now a ministration of death, would be delighted in as the rule of cheerful 
obedience. That gospel which at once promises life everlasting to those who 
embrace it, and denounces a double curse upon those who reject it, would 
become the theme of his glorying. The hard impenitent heart, which grew 
still harder under a discovery of its own vileness, would break and melt, and 
the soul would turn to God with confidence, crying, “ Abba—Father.” 

But can a conviction which involves opposition to the gospel necessarily 
lead to the acceptance of it? It is true that conviction is important to sinners, 
as it is plainly impossible that they should be converted without it. A man 
cannot repent of sin while unconscious of guilt. But it by no means follows, 
that if he be convinced he will repent. Facts teach us abundantly that com-’ 
viction of sin may be deep, distressing, and long-continued, and yet the soul 
may remain in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

Look, then, convicted sinner, to your real condition. All your tears are 
unavailing—all your distress arises from sin which you will not forsake—all 
your trouble of mind arises from your unwillingness to go with an humble 
heart to your Savior, and accept his freely offered grace. Nurture that con- 
viction to ever so great a degree, and it will by no means secure your prepa- 
ration for heaven. It may rise to the agonies of death—yea, the terrors of hell 
may take hold of you, and still your conviction may be only an introduction to 
the convictions of the judgment. If then you would make your salvation sure, 
put no trust in your convictions. Repent and “ believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 

3. Sinners may become convicted of sin if they desire it. Though convic- 
tion does not necessarily lead to conversion, it is nevertheless of great import- 
ance to the impenitent sinner. With it he may indeed be lost, but without it 
he can never be saved. He may be the subject of deep conviction for years, 
and neglect to repent, but without it repentance is impossible. Under this 
view of the importance of conviction, the impenitent often flatter themselves 
that they desire to be convinced of sin. But to show that this conviction may 
be attained, let me call your attention again to the condition of a condemned 
criminal. ‘While he is pressing on in the career of crime, he drives the con- 
victions of guilt from his bosom by mingling with dissipated company and fill- 
ing his mind with other thoughts and other emotions. Think of him now that 
he has advanced another step in crime, and imbrued his hands in blood. The 
intoxicating cup, the merry company, the jovial song, and the loud laugh 
are resorted to, to drive from the mind all thoughts of guilt, and law, and 
justice. 

But now the scene is changed. His songs of revelry are stopped by the 
arrest of an officer; the flow of sensual pleasure has ebbed away within the 
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solitary dungeon.. You see him grow pale at the sight of well-known wit- 
nesses, and upright jurors, and an impartial judge. When he comes into court 
his loins are loosed, his knees smite together, and he is only just able to 
stammer out a plea of “ not guilty.” 

But what is the matter? Is it the fear of suffering? No: he has stood 
ip the imminent deadly breach, and faced death without a shudder. What 
then is the matter?’ Why, his circumstances compel him to reflect. Things 
with which he was formerly engrossed are taken from him. The solemn trial, 
the violated law, and the prospect of the execution of justice awaken his atten- 
tion, and fix it upon his character, and deprive him of every motive to estimate 
that character falsely. As his sentence is pronounced, he sinks under the 
sense of conscious guilt. 

Yet that same criminal, before he was arrested, perhaps felt no more convic- 
tion than the most thoughtless sinner does for his sins against God. Other 
objects diverted his mind; the law had little place in his thoughts; and the 
hope of impunity stayed up his soul. But could not he have felt the pangs of 
eonviction? Might he not have brought voluntarily all those considerations to 
bear upon his mind which the court of justice has compelled him to think upon? 
Every one must see that he might, and that he ought to have felt a sense of 
his guilt. 

Just so may sinners, before they are arrested for the judgment, bring the 
very truths to bear upon their minds which that day will compel them to 
dwell upon. Indeed they may do this at any period. They may now volun- 
tarily lay aside those engrossing cares and interests by which their minds are 
perpetually diverted from the consideration of their guiltt They may throw 
away their low standards of conduct, and compare their heart and life with 
the holy law of God. ‘They may contemplate the awful penalty of that law. 
They may dwell upon the provisions. of mercy and the aggravated .doom of 
those who despise it. In short, they may resort to the Scriptures, and bring 
upon their character such a flood of light, that they cannot help discovering 
their guilt. 

It is the greatest folly imaginable for men to pretend, that they.want con- 
viction, but cannot obtain it. The truth is precisely the reverse. The Gospel 
presses upon their minds considerations which would overwhelm them, if they 
would only reflect. 

Indeed, the criminal never resorted to his merry companions and his song 
of mirth more surely to drown the admonitions of conscience, than the impeni- 
tent sinner does to his worldly associations and interests to stifle the convic- 
tion of sin against God. Instead of seeking for conviction without finding it, 
“ he loves darkness rather than light because his deeds are evil; for every one 
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light lest his deeds should 
be reproved.” , 

4, We learn from this subject, that the character of God will appear glorious 
in the final condemnation of the wicked. Should an eminent lawgiver arise 
among men, and frame a system of criminal jurisprudence which should ren- 
der absolutely certain the detection and the punishment of every crime; and 
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should this system be adopted all over the world, and its operation secure the 
approbation of every friend of good order, such a man would be looked upon 
as a great benefactor of the human race. Every detection and every punish- 
ment of crime would reflect honor upon that lawgiver. But suppose, now, that 
he has not only secured the detection and punishment of every crime, but the 
operation of his law is such, that every criminal becomes convieted of his own 
guilt, and bears his dying-testimony in favor of the law under which he 
suffers. Do you not see that this universal moral approbation, this hearty con- 
sent of the good, and this full concession of the wicked, reflect honor on the 
character of that lawgiver? 

But just such a lawgiver is God. He has introduced a system which 
secures the detection and punishment of every unreclaimed offender. The 
principles of this system commend it at once to all holy beings ; its operation 
produces a full conviction in the minds of sinners. While heaven breaks forth 
in a song of admiration on discovering the perfect vindication of the divine char- 
acter in the execution of justice; while ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands of voices swell the anthem of “ salvation, and glory, 
and honor, and power unto the Lord our God, for true and righteous are his 
judgments,” hell responds by its deep, eternal wail, and its loud laments, 
“ The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” While 
all heaven shouts “ Alleluia,” hell responds “ Amen.” All the holy see the jus- 
tice of God, and all the wicked feel it. As often as the one look down, and 
see the justice of God, and shout “ Alleluia,” the groans of the other, as 
a responsive “ Amen,” are borne upward upon the smoke of their torment. 
O, what an unspeakable lustre will be thrown over the divine character when 
the whole universe, righteous and wicked, friends and enemies, shall consent 
together in bearing testimony to the wisdom and goodness of God in the vin- 
dication of his law. 

How much better is it, dying sinner, that you should see your guilt and 
repent, before you are compelled to stand before the bar of God. ‘Then convie- 
tion will be unavoidable. The soul-stirring scenes of that day will awaken 
the most careless. The law of God will be exhibited in its simplicity. It 
will make its resistless appeal to your conscience, and its tremendous penalty; 
just ready to fall upon your head, will awaken your mind to the enormity of 
your guilt. But then, alas, conviction will do no good. It will only be as the 
commencement of the pangs of death eternal. ‘The time is drawing near. 
“ Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints to execute judg- 
ment, and to convince all that are ungodly.” O what a throng! Are you 
among them? Their faces gather blackness—they are speechless—conviction 
—conviction, deep, despairing, and eternal—seizes upon their souls, and they 
are damned for ever. O sinner, would you now turn, your fainting soul might 
look up to Christ and live. Though covered with slame, you might accept 
a pardon, and be adopted into the family of God. Think now. Take a full 
view of yourself as a sinner against God, a transgressor of his law, and a 
despiser of his mercy. Come, come to the refuge provided for the guilty. 
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THE SINNER, AND NOT THE BELIEVER, DERANGED. 


Acts, xxvi. 24, 25.—And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said, with a loud 
voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. 
But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus ; but speak forth the words 
of truth and soberness. 


Ir is a singulat fact, that earnestness and activity in the things of God, 
and holiness of life, have always subjected good men to the charge of some 
form or other of mental, if not moral irregularity. Men have been called en- 
thusiastic, singular, unnecessarily strict, superstitious, visionary ; when the 
simple truth was, that they had clear heads and warm hearts, lived “ as seeing 
Him who is invisible,” and were ever ready and efficient in the service of their 
“Lord and Master.” 

Paul, as such a servant of Christ, was standing before Festus, and giving 
an account of his former life and his conversion to the Christian faith, and 
pouring forth the strength of argument and the eloquence of Christian trath 


and fervor, when the disturbed Roman governor interrupted him with the charge 
of madness or derangement. 


On that great day of the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Chris- 
tian church ; when Peter preached so boldly, and Christians were so wide 
awake to the interests of religion; some, “ mocking, said, These men are full 
of new wine.” In later times, Whitfield would gather thousands around him 
in the fields, and preach as though he “saw heaven opened,” and the world 
of perdition too; and his hearers would be at one time in a glow of admira- 
tion, at another bathed in tears, and at another in consternation. Some thought 
this man a fit subject for the hospital,—-while others would have sent him to 
prison as a disturber of the peace. That beloved and devoted missionary, 
Martyn, lived, prayed, and preached like a heavenly-minded minister, and car- 
ried upon his tender spirit the anxious care. of millions of perishing heathen. 
And his religion has been pronounced, by literary scoffers, to be nothing more 
than “devotional hypochondria.” ‘The energy with which a good man prose- 
cutes some great plan of benevolence, and pleads its claims to support, often 
brings upon him, from cold, calculating men of the world, the charge of being 
in a state of mental derangement. Revivals of religion have been stigmatized 
by many as mere popular or animal excitement, and their active friends as 
bigots and fanatics. Ministers of the gospel, in the earnest discharge of their 
duties, are often aecused of letting their zeal get the better of their judgment 
—of pushing things to extremes—of being uncharitable, unreasonably strict, 
gloomy in their views of religion. In the more retired walks of life, persons 
of active piety, accustomed in their intercourse with dying fellow-men to say 
serious things, urging on the unconverted an attention to the duties of religion, 
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and seeking to excite their fellow Christians to greater faithfulness, are often 
ealled imprudent, and charged with meddling in things which do not conéern 
them. Christian benevolence, in our own days, is prompting large ‘vontifbu. 
tions to aid the great design of “preaching the gospel to every creature.” 
And there have been men, wise enough to sit in state legislature and in congress, 
who have talked of moving for legislative enactments to restrict these doings, 
and make legislatures a kind of consérva‘ors over the devisers of “ liberal things.” 

But we are “not to think it strange” concerning these trials of the ser- 

vants of Christ, “as though eome strange thing had happened unto them ;” for 
their Lord and Master was treated in like manner. On one occasion when he 
was moving on with his great work, his friends after the flesh “went out to 
lay hold on him, for they said, He is beside himself.” ‘Though declared “the 
Light of the world,” and “the Son of God, with power,” there were those who 
said of him, “ He hath a devil, and is mad (i. e. deranged) ; why hear ye him?” 

This charge is, however, brought against some who are not Christians. 
The sinner under a conviction of his guilt inquires, with trembling anxiety, 
“ What must I do to be saved?” “ Poor man,” say thoughtless ones about 
him; “he has fallen into a gloomy way,”—or “he has been among the su- 
perstitious,”—or “ he seems a little out of his mind.” Hefe is an unconverted 
man on the bed of sickness and death, in terror at the prospect before him— 
conscious of having no hope—going into eternity in the lively agonies of 
despair. Perhaps he has lived under a ministry of error, and found it out at 
this terrible hour; or he may have spent life a careless and unprofitable hearer 
of the truth. Now he begs for the prayers of God’s people ; reproaches him- 
self for his wicked waste of the day of grace; warns those around him to 
beware of following his example. ‘Those who surround him say one to another, 
“ He is nervous,”—or “it is a part of his disease,”—or “he is wild, the mind 
wanders ;” and they seek to lull the mind, while the soul is in agony and terror. 

I. It is proposed in this discourse to offer some explanations of the conduct 
of those upon whom are cast such imputations as those to which we have ad- 
verted ; and to show that theirs is in truth the soundest state of mind; that 
men who feel and act in the manner we have described really give better evi- 
dence of the full possession of reason and moral discernment than any of the 
rest of the world. “I am not mad,” said the eloquent Paul; “but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness.” “I have not’a*devil,” said our 
divine Lord ; “ but I honor my Father ; and ye do dishonor me,” 

Let it be first observed, in reference to the awakened sinner, that he is like 
one who has long been deranged, and who gives some evidence of returning 
reason. The Holy Spirit is unveiling him to himself, “ convincing him of his 
sins, of righteousness, and of judgment.” He is beginning to estimate his own 
character and conduct, as contrasted with the holy charac'zr and law of God. 
Truth has begun to get hold on his heart, and the precepis of God’s word to 
stir up his conscience. The Holy Spirit is on a visit to his breast, to manifest 
him to himself, and to call him to repentance; and it is not the spirit of delirium, 
nor the shipwreck of the faculties. And here let it be remarked, that it becomes 
skeptical men to beware of sinning against the Holy Ghost, by calling the 
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solicitude and conviction of the awakened sinner derangement, or by treating 
with levity and contempt the work of Him who comes “to turn men from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.” 

Let it be also here remarked, in reference to the man alarmed on the brink 
of the grave, that neither is he beside himself. Ou the contrary, in this honest 
and awful hour of approaehing death, he justly pronounces his past course of 
life as one more allied to derangement than reason. “How madly have I 
lived!” is the distressing burden of his soul. Those rays of awful bright- 
ness which flash upon him are the precursors of a restoration to reason, open- 
ing his mind to the overwhelming horrors of an undone eternity. 

But we are more particularly concerned to vindicate the sanity of active, 
fervent-spirited Christians. 

They act understandingly ; and this, not by the feeble glimmer of unsanc- 
tified human wisdom, but by the broad daylight of divine revelation. They 
know what they are doing, for they have “the mind of the Spirit”—the teach- 
ing of Him who can make the most ignorant to “know all things.” They 
take no steps in the dark, for“ his word is a light to their feet and a lamp to 
their path.” They have “become fools that they may be wise,” as the Scrip- 
tures show to be necessary; and their wisdom is turning to account. What 
other men reproach as degrading their faculties, is, in reality, their elevation, 
expansion, and increase of strength, under the instruction of Him who teacheth 
as no man can teach, and whose “ strength is made perfeet in weakness.” 

Their minds are entirely balanced and regular. Because a devoted, heavenly- 
minded Christian—his heart burning with intensity of interest in the great things 
of Christ—goes into a different field of thought, and finds satisfaction there 
with which an unconverted man is unacquainted ; is it of course to be con- 
cluded that a wild imagination has the reins? As well might an untutored 
Indian say that the ship, which is moving on the broad sea, is at the sport of 
the winds and waves, because he knows and believes nothing about the chart, 
compass, helm, and skill of the pilot, which are in use for its safe direction. 
Or as well might the worm, which crawls upon the earth, say that the eagle, 
in his flight above the mountains and the clouds, is at the sport of the breezes 
on which he ascends, and moves without direction or power. It is a truth on 
which reliance may ever be placed, and to doubt which is akin to blasphemy, 
that the grace of God does most effectually order and rule the mind of the 
Christian ; ‘and gives balance, direction, certainty, beyond what can ever 
belong to the unconverted man, be his talents, natural and acquired, what 
they may. If ever it be otherwise with real Christians, it is not because 
they are the subjects of divine grace, but because they have yet remaining 
the frailties and imperfections of men, and the liabilities to be tempted out of the 
path of Christian prudence and simplicity, by the devices of the great adversary. 

They are acting conscientiously. This moral faculty—the conscience—is 
in no man’s breast in so enlightened and healthy a state as in his in whom the: 
Holy Spirit has taken up his dwelling. His estimates of duty come far nearer 
to the spirit of the divine requirements than those of other men. The law 
of God’ is spread out before his eyes in its broadness, spirituality, strictness. 
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The impulse by which he is borne on in a faithful obedience is the impulge of 
grace, stirring up conscience, and giving energy to all its decisions and doings. 
His tender sense of obligation is not prejudice, nor slavishness of spirit, but 
pious conscientiousness. His perseverance in difficult and self-denying duty 
is not ostentation nor pride. It is the decisive action of a healthy and sanc- 
tified conscience. His tenderness respecting the encouragement of error, and 
his shrinking from sin, are not squeamishness, nor pretence, nor sanctimonious- 
ness: they are the exercises of an enlightened and healthy conscience, venerat- 
ing the truth of God, and saying to every sinful allurement, “ how shall I do this 
great evil, and sin against God?” His sorrow for sin is not childish melan- 
choly nor causeless grief; it is the “brokenness of heart,” the “godly 
sorrow,” which conscience, taught by the Word, insists upon as reasonable. 
And this moral faculty in the human breast where grace reigns, carries its 
impulse into all the feelings and doings of the Christian, and makes him, not a 
lunatic nor an enthusiast, but a man of thorough, active, immoveable principle. 

Again ; these persons, so often misjudged, are acting in view of the most exalted 
motives, What were the grand exciting motives in the mind of Paul, when 
thus reproached by the Roman governor? You find a true answer in those 
affecting declarations, “If we be beside ourselves, it is to God; or if we be 
sober, it is for your cause ;” “for the love of Christ constraineth us ;” and 
“that the name of owr Lord Jesus Christ might be glorified.” Here are dis- 
closed the motives under which he acted. These were the things which ex- 
cited his feelings, and put his mind upon such a march of eloquence, and made 
him forget his chains, his humiliation, and the poor and fleeting dignity and 
splendor of his titled hearers. If this were madness, would that it poured 
itself from all the pulpits in Christendom, and quickened the movements of 
every son and daughter of Adam. 

Such are the motives which give energy to the piety of all those of whom 
the world are constrained to “take know'edge” as the children of God. 
What, in comparison with these, are all the motives of which men of the 
world boast as praiseworthy and exalted? Let the philosophers and wise 
men—-the rich men and mighty men—talk largely of their motives, and give 
them names and epithets sounding and lofty. After all, none of them lift men 
a whit above themselves and the vain things of the world; nor do they answer 
the requisitions of a conscience which has been enlightened by a ray from the 
Word of God. But these raise the Christian above the sordidness of selfish- 
ness, and lead him to act for God and for his fellow men. Here is, in fact, 
the secret of devoted Christians living in such “holiness of conversation and 
godliness ;” so habitually “looking unto Jesus ;” so earnestly praying, “ Fa- 
ther, glorify thy name.” Here is the secret of that pious liberality in many, 
which “ casts bread upon the waters ;” which is ever giving that the poor may 
have the Gospel preached to them ; and, with some, forsaking of father, mother, 
brothers, sisters, home, country—“ all things,” and welcoming toil, privation, 
danger, suffering, and death itself in carrying the Gospel to the “ dark places 
of the earth.” And here, too, is the source of the faithfulness which, in some, 
is so industriously put forth in exhortation, counsel, and warning, that sinners 
may be won to Christ, and made heirs of eternal glory. 
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” Again; they are acting in the manner most worthy of immortal beings. “1 
paint for posterity,” said an eminent artist, who took unwearied pains with his 
pictures ; while many a man, without a relish for the beauties of painting, would 
probably look on and say, “ poor enthusiast of art!” The Christian improves 
upon this declaration and example, and says, by his “ manner of life,” ‘ I live 
and act for eternity.” The man of the world asks, ‘why do you so under- 
value the good things of this life? Why do you not ge* property, and honor, 
and interest yourself more in our pursuits; live more as other men do?” In 
other words,‘ why do you not countenance us in falling down and worship- 
ping our god?’ This is the Christian’s answer, ‘I am living for eternity, I 
feel myself to have just commenced an existence which is to have no end. 
Before me is “infinite joy or endless wo;” an “ inheritance in heaven,” or 
“a bed in hell.” Ihave a soul, and my fellow men around me have souls, which, 
I believe, must be filled with bliss before the “throne of God and the Lamb,” 
or overwhelmed in wretehedness unutterable and eternal.’ His faith makes 
these “ things not seen as yet,” to his mind and feelings, solemn realities. His 
mind enters into their greatness. ‘They occupy his field of moral vision. They 
constrain him to be serious. He lives as seeing Him in whose hands are 
the destinies of all. He 


% Walks thoughtful on the solemn, silent shore 
Of that vast ocean he must sail so soon.” 


Eternity! eternity! is the mighty and overpowering subject of his medi- 
tations—the years that for ever roll onward—the ages which follow one after 
another beyond the numbering of man or angel—the millions on millions of 
centuries which are to come and go,—must find and leave him and those for 
whose eternal life he is here to labor, blessed in the presence of God, or 
wretched in the prison of eternal justice. And is this man beside himself, 
if deeply interested and ever active? ‘Then was Stephen, while rejoicing in 
the enrapturing visions of his departing hour. ‘Then are Abraham, Isaac, 
David, Paul, John, and all the arrived in heaven, while ravished in contem- 
plating the blessedness, glory, and solemnity of the place where God resides. 
Then also, “beside themselves” are all the glorious hosts of angels, cherubim 
and seraphim, who veil their faces before the throne, and rejoice in the praises 
of “ Him who sitteth thereon.” No, brethren: he who lives in such a manner 
has caught the spirit of heaven ; is living somewhat as an immortal should on 
his way through such a world as this to such an eternity. 

Once more ; such men are living and acting in the manner most likely to be 
approved at the close of life and at the final judgment. The main question 
with the Christian,as about his heavenly Father’s business, is not ‘ how shall I 
please myself and other men now? but ‘what will my conscience approve, 
when I come to look back from the bed of death upon what I have done? and 
what will my God approve, when I shall stand before his judgment-seat?’ 
These inquiries, with many others of a like character, have an influence upon 
his whole course of conduct. They lead him in a direction entirely opposite 
to that in which a spirit of self-pleasing and men-pleasing would dictate. 
They take him out of the smooth, wide, easy, popular path, in which the man 
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of the world moves forward so quietly, and lead him in a path often thorny, 
laborious, calling for great patience, perseverance, self-denial, conflict, And 
the opinions and judgments of other men at one time censure him—at another, 
deride; at one time oppose, and at another condemn. But what is. all this to 
him? While other men look to the tribunal of each other’s judgments, he looks 
to the tribunal of conscience, and of God. He is after peace of conscience in 
the hour of death; peace with God in the final day; and the joys of reward 
which ¢ pass all understanding.” He acts from elevated principle, while other 
men act from the impulse of unsanctified feelings. He is looking to the law 
of God as his rule of action, while other men look to the law of their awn cor- 
ruptions—*“ the law of sin and death.” He submits, for the present, to be 
esteemed of men singular, that he may be found of God faithful; to be misun-, 
derstood, at present, by men, that he may be “made manifest unto God ;” 
to suffer, at present, that he may be safe hereafter ; to go through this world, 
if so it must be, under its light esteem and scorn; that he may be able, at last, 
to lift up his head with confidence and triumph. He is willing to make saeri- 
fices now that he may have his portion hereafter; to labor and wear himself 
out for God’s service, and men’s salvation; to live, for the present, anxious, 
watchful, in godly fear, in agonizing conflict, in intense pressing forward in the 
Christian race, that he may find that “ rest which remaineth for the people of 
God,” and that joy which is “unspeakable and full of glory,” at the “ coming 
of the Son of man.” On the end of such a manner of living and acting he has 
no shadow of doubt. On the word of divine promise he is confident of approval 
at last, and reste in happy certainty that the benediction shall fall sweetly on his 
ear, “ Well done, good and faithful servant ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

These are some of the grounds on which we defend active, serious, devoted 
Christians from the imputations to which we adverted in the introduction of 
this discourse. And in this defence we are not either defending extravagance, 
nor hypocritical pretensions, nor parade, nor sanctimoniousness, nor sectarian 
cant, nor bigotry. We are only defending Christians in “ walking worthy of their 
high vocation,”—living as becomes “ the sons of God ;” the ransomed of Jesus. 

Il. But we have now a question to ask. Are the men of this world,—— 
they who suspect the sanity of active Christians—are they in their right minds ? 
Deranged men sometimes think themselves to be sane, and other men beside 
themselves. The poor maniac, from the window of the hospital, looks out on 
the passing traveller, and says, ‘ there goes a crazy man.’ Men of the world, 
immersed in their cares, and distracted with the various feelings which work 
in the breasts to which God has said “ there is no peace,”——even these venture 
to pronounce heavenly-minded men “beside themselves.” Does the assertion 
of course make the fact? . 

But it may be said that every man is likely to be a prejudiced witness in 
his own favor. True. Then we will get testimony, the impartiality of which 
shall not be questionable. And we will go up to the throne of the universe 
for it. ‘Thus saith God, of “the sons of men,” “madness is in their hearts 
while they live.” If God be “a God of truth,” and if his eye be the eye of 
omniscience, this world is mainly filled with men who, in a moral sense, are 
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“beside themselves.” “ ‘The sons of men,” says he of them, as in their natural 
state, and the collective body of them, with but comparatively few exceptions, 
have “madness in their hearts while they live;” the moral madness which _ 
began at the apostacy from God, in Eden, and has come down from generation 
to generation to this hour, a moral disease, most melancholy. This world, 
as viewed from the throne of heaven, is pronounced as one vast insane hos- 
pital, with here and there one restored, in a measure, to right reason ; labor- 
ing, in compassion, for the restoration of the rest, and waiting the desirtd day 
of his own discharge. The parishes, towns, cities, and congregations, of even 
a Christian country, are but groups and crowds of immortal men, a melancholy 
proportion of them with “madness in their hearts.” They fancy themselves 
happy—are scheming, driving, grasping for “trifles light as air’—bubbles, 
which burst at the touch; and over them “ angels weep.” 

Does this need proof? We have it in affecting abundance. Would you 
call him beside himself who dances on the brink of a precipice which over- 
hangs the roaring ocean? What will you say of him, who, if the Bible is true, 
is sporting on the “slippery places” which overhang the gulf of eternal perdi- 
tion? Is he a maniac who rushes into the flames consuming his dwelling ? 
What say you of him who is running into — burnings ; and that, too, with 
the voice of redeeming mercy beseeching him, “ Stay sinner, stay !” Would 
you pity him as not knowing what he does who should refuse the gift of an 
estate, and choose the perplexities and miseries of poverty? What think 
you of him who refuses “ an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away,” “eternal in the heavens,” and chooses the few poor fleeting things 
of earth, of which he is ever complaining that he has not enough; and which, 
in a few days, are to “melt with fervent heat,” in the flamés which shall 
“melt down the skies.” Would you call him beside himself who would refuse 
a post of honor and office which he might fill, and choose to be a beggar 
upon a dunghill? But what is he who refuses a crown of eternal life, offered 
by a bleeding Savior; and chovses “shame and everlasting contempt ?” 
What is the case of every unconverted person, in a Christian country, but that 
of one living at war with his own convictions? With his Bible open before 
him, he will even confess himself convinced of many a solemn truth, and yet 
“ resists the truth ;” convinced of his duty, and yet goes, every hour, in the face 
of duty} convinced that he is “ guilty before God,” and yet, in impenitence, 
goes on to aggravate his own guilt; convinced of danger, and yet steadily 
advancing into danger; convinced of his true interests, as a candidate for 
eternity, and yet lives in a fearful trifling with those interests ; convinced that 
there is a heaven, and yet turning his back upon it; convinced that there is a 
hell, and yet moving on towards it with steps as steady and firm as though 
he thought himself on the way to paradise. How do unconverted men prefer 
temporal trifles to eternal glories’! How wise are they in pursuing and carry- 
ing into effect the purposes of vain and sinful hearts ; while they forswear 
the wisdom which looks to the great and solemn purposes of eternity. How 
wary and sharpsighted, that they thay not mistake or be deceived, or over- 
reached, in the business of this world, to the value of a farthing, while they 
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permit Satan, and one another, and their own deceitful hearts, to flatter them, 
and cheat them out of a heavenly inheritance and out of their very souls, 
and to blindfold them, and without resistance to lead them down to eternal 
wo! How do they act from the motives of vain and unholy hearts, while 
God is mercifully calling upon them to act from the high and holy motives of 
the gospel of his Son! How do they live as though this world were to be 
their eternal home ; or as though death were the end of their hopes, fears, 
and existence! And how lost to the “ great and terrible day of the Lord,” and 
to the judgment then to sit, as though they had in it no concern. And are 
these the characteristics of reason? the habits and doings of men in théir right 
minds? It was in view of such facts, that God pronounced the affecting truth, 
“ madness is in the hearts of the sons of men, while they live.” 

“While they live.” This reminds us that the time is coming when this mad- 
ness will be broken up, and give place to a reign of reason which will last to 
eternity. But oh! not in men’s becoming the subjects of spiritual healing, 
for it will then be too late. It will be only a state of mind produced by the 
bursting of the light and the fearful scenes of eternity upon their minds; 
when they will no longer have a vain world on which to fasten their affections. 
Could imagination “ paint the moment after death,” as it is, to the spirit de- 
parted from a life of “madness,” by a death of hopelessness ; what would 
it show of consternation, agony, and despair! Much more, how fearfully is 
the curtain actually lifted in the divine revelation of the scenes of the judg- 
ment. “ The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised.” “And I 
saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth 
and the heaven fled away; and there was no place found for them. And 
I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God: and the books were 
opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, aecord- 
ing to their works.” “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, before 
the foundation of the world.” “Then will he say also unto them on his left 
hand, Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” When these scenes shall open, then wilt come a solemn close to 
the delirium of this distracted world. ‘Then will be felt, by each contemner 
of the grace of God, madness was in mine heart while 1 lived. But oh! the 
sorrows, agonies, terrors, which overwhelm him who has misinterpreted and 
derided the manifestations of the Spirit of grace in God's faithful people ; 
and who sinks into perdition with a mind fitted to be a vessel of wrath. 

Brethren, we are admonished by the subject to be active and earnest in all 
the duties and business of the Christian life. We must be jealous of that false 
modesty and fear of man which “bringeth a snare;” and which would keep us 
hesitating and inquiring ‘ what will the world say? shall we not be singular? 
will they not deride and censure ? when we ought to be in a course of fearless 
and faithful acting for Christ. What says the Word? “If ye be reproached 
for the name of Christ, happy are ye.” If other men misjudge the faithful 
Christian, that is not his affair. Duty is his; and God will attend to the ¢Conse- 
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quences of his doing it ; and sooner or later set forth his vindication. Our pur. 
poses, my brethren, must be too firm to be shaken by the skepticism or reproaches 
of a whole world ; our seriousness too deep to be overset by its derision; our 
faith in things “ within the veil” too lively to admit of devotion to the vanities 
which the world is pleased to call realities, to the foolishness which unre- 
newed nen call reason. If zeal for Christ be called madness, so be it. If 
devout and heavenly-minded piety be called gloom, fanaticism, delusion, so 
be.it. If to be serious, watchful, prayerful, plain in speech respecting the 
things of God and holiness, is to purchase the reputation of being too strict, 
overmuch zealous, so be it. “I serve a strict God,” said a man of devated 
piety when thus charged. We must take heed, my brethren, of being chilled 
in our affections, low in our graces, limited in our enjoyments, and feeble in our 
influence on “ the children of this world,” through fear of acting out religion, 
—manifesting the grace of God in our life and conversation. Be as singular 
as the apostle John ; as enthusiastic as Peter; as strict as James; as super- 
stitious as Paul; as visionary as the dying Stephen; and as much “ beside 
yourselves” as your Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. The time comes when 
He who searches the heart and knows the motives will correct all misjudg- 
ments respecting you, and will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
and your judgment as the noon-day.” 

Does any unconverted person hear me, who is in any measure disturbed 
and anxious on the subject of his coming eternity? ‘To such an one we say, 
you have serious reason for solicitude, and there is nothing strange or needless 
in your feelings. You really have occasion, as a ruined sinner, to feel ten 
thousand times more unhappy about yourself than you do, or ever have done. 
For if God were to show you just what you are, as you appear in his sight, 
the view of your own guilt, thus disclosed, would be enough to drive you 
to despair. Seek “ Christ the Lord,” who can heal you of this disease of sin, 
threatening your soul with eternal death. You have been beside yourself 
all your life, and are beginning to find it out. Go to the Savior of sinners ; 
seek a place where you may “sit at his feet, clothed and in your right mind.” 
Go, beg of him healing of your moral “ madness,” and he will give you grace 
to reign in your immortal spirit. 

To you who are possessed with the idea that you are the wise and rational 
men of this world, in that you walk “ by sight,” not “ by faith,”——“ we pray 
you in Christ’s stead,” and for your own souls’ sakes, hear the counsel of 
God. The Bible is not fiction ; it is truth, solemn and eternal. Anxiety about 
the soul is not madness, nor melancholy ; it is the consequence of the strivings 
of the Holy Spirit with the sinner, to lead him to repentance and to Christ 
Jesus. Serious religion is not enthusiasm, nor singularity, nor bigotry, nor 
fanaticism, nor delirium; nor is it a thing to be derided with impunity. It 
is right-mindedness, health of soul, preparation for heaven.—You are beside 
yourselves in neglecting it. You are madly pursuing shadows and vain 
imaginations along the broad way-to hell. God is remonstrating with you ; 
beseeching you by his word to return tohim; and striving with you, by his 
Spirit. “Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die ?” 











